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“QDR curates, stores, preserves, publishes, and enables the
download of digital data generated through qualitative and
multi-method research in the social sciences. The
repository develops and disseminates guidance for
managing, sharing, citing, and reusing qualitative data”

Open Science, Open Access, Open Data…

Image from https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/content/what-open-science-introduction under CC-BY 4.0 license

Why Open Data

Public Funding, Public Information
Similar to Open
Access

Moral Imperative

Similar to Open
Access

Better, More Trustworthy Science

“Improving the reliability and efficiency of scientific
research will increase the credibility of the published
scientific literature and accelerate discovery.”

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-016-0021

Different from Open
Access

What Are Qualitative
*
Data?
* If you want a fight in a room of data specialists, discuss whether data are singular or plural

When You Think of “Data…”

All images public domain from:
https://fr.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:DARPA_Big_Data.jpg
https://fermi.gsfc.nasa.gov/ssc/
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/news/news.php?feature=6269
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/sound/data.htm
https://climate.nasa.gov/news/1001/landsat-data-yield-best-view-to-date-ofglobal-forest-losses-gains/

These are all based on
numbers

The “Official” Definition of Data
Who knew this
existed?

“Research data is defined as the
This doesn’t say
recorded factual material
anything about
numbers
commonly accepted in the
scientific community as necessary
to validate research findings”
2 CFR 200.315 (e)

QDR’s Data

What’s Special about
Qualitative Data

Particular Challenges in Arching
Qualitative Data
• Sociological (People)
• Technological (Formats)
• Legal (Copyright)
• Ethical & Legal (Human Participants)

Sociological:
Not Everyone Loves Data Sharing

Sociological: Educate and Train

http://managing-qualitative-data.org

https://qdr.syr.edu/qdr-blog/webinar-securely-managing-qualitative-data

Technological: CAQDAS Software
• CAQDAS = Computer Assisted Qualitative Data AnalysiS
• There are many, many tools
• Each has its own format. They’re all (more or less)
proprietary, no conversion

Technological: Current practices

Technological: Some Progress

https://doi.org/10.1045/march2017-karcher

Legal: Copyright and Beyond
• A lot of the textual sources used by qualitative
researchers are under copyright
• Even where they are not, they may be subject to database
licensing (e.g. historical documents from vendor DB)
• Reproductions of archival sources may be subject to
specific usage conditions of individual archives, which can
differ by collection

Copyright: Use All Resources

Ethical & Legal: Human Participants, IRBs,
and Informed Consent
The worst case:
“Only [the researcher] will have access to the information on this
computer; your recollections will be destroyed once the project
has finished.”

https://qdr.syr.edu/qdr-blog/participant-protection-informedconsent-and-data-sharing

Ethical & Legal: Working with IRBs

https://qdr.syr.edu/qdr-blog/engaging-complexity

Ethical Sharing: De-identification

Questions? Comments?
Please stay in touch:
https://qdr.syr.edu
@adam42smith (Sebastian)
@qdrepository (QDR)
Email:

skarcher@syr.edu
qdr@syr.edu

